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tenses of mariners, made them this answere: Sirs, I made
knowen to you all at my comming out of England what I pre-
tended [i.e. intended], and that I meant to go for Fernambuck;
and although at the present we want one of our ships, yet (God
willing) I meane to go forward, not doubting but to meet her at
the appointed places, which are either at Cape Blank or the
islands of Cape Verde; for I am assured that M[aster] Barker,
the captaine, is so resolute to performe this voyage that, his
mast being repaired, he will not faile to meet us; and it were no
wisdome for us to divert our course till we have sought him at
those places where our appointed meeting is; for the diverting of
courses is the overthrow of most of our actions; and I hope you
will be all contented herewith, for to go any other course then I
have determined (by Gods helpe) I will not be drawen unto.
With these reasons, and many others shewed, they rested all
satisfied. And at our comming to Cape Blank (God be praised)
we met with the Salomon, with no small joy to us all. And there
she had taken of Spaniards and PortugaLs 24 sailc of ships and
caravels, fishermen, and had taken out of them such necessaries
as she had need of. Of these ships our captaine tooke foure
along with him, with another that he had taken himselfe;
meaning to imploy them as occasion should serve. At this place
he understood, of one of the pilots of those ships, that one of the
caracks that came out of the East Indies was cast away in the
rode of Fernambuc, and that all her goods were layd upon the
Arrafife1, which is the lower towne. Of these* newes we were all
glad and rejoyced much; for our hopes were very good, seeing
such a booty before us.
Of this good company and happy successe we were all joyful,
and had great hope of the blessing of God in performance of our
intended voyage. And so, after some parle and making frolike
for joy of our meeting one with the other (praising God for all),
we plied for Maio3. Where comming to anker, our generall and
the rest of the captaines went ashore to view the place where we
might in best safety set our gally-frigat together; which frame
1  Apparently O-Recife (the Recife). * Recife* in Portuguese means H ridge.
2  A reminder that 'news* used to be a plural.
3  One of the Cape Verd Islands.